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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome to All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. ______________________________      Those who need


Our prayers





Nancy Wood; June Guyton; 


Gary Humfleet’s wife Rowena suffered some


setbacks this week, Deanna Gilbert; Don Gilbert, recovering from surgery; James Timpane; Elaine Clem recovering from 


cancer surgery; Lloyd and Liz Jackson; Jeff Dinsmore, James and Irene Adams; Collins and Samantha Boakye, her mother suffered a serious heart attack; Bill and Wanda Scott and family at passing of sister- in- law.   


Remember all our little ones and our


expecting mothers; Amanda Pink; Lily Adjei’; Courtney Moore; Rachael Bowman; 


Congratulation to Shaun and Rana Slatton at the birth of their baby.  


Check the Members Blog for others who need


our prayer.


____________________________________
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer-Michael Gumbert


Read Scripture—Dustin Adams 


 Song Leader----Roger Pink


Lord's Supper—Preston Jackson


   Asst. 1-----Perry Betterton


   Asst. 2-----Jeremy Brown


   Asst. 3-----David Ditter


   Asst. 4-----Robert Simmons


   Asst. 5-----Seth Harward


2nd Prayer---Steve Huff


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Matt Jones


Closing Prayer----Ken Gay 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Aaron Harward


Scripture Reading----Shaun Slatton


Song Leader-----Drew Bowman


Second Prayer----Dion Clark


Sermon-----Steve Tramell


Announcements---Matt Jones


Closing Prayer---James Timpane 


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader----Daniel Wade


 Invitation---Wayne Eastes 


 Closing Prayer---Steve Tramell


___________________________________


All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call 


Michael Burke @ 404 431 0378


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 
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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5   





MOUNTAIN VIEW


Elders:


Mark Bowman


(678) 923-7004


Cecil Douthitt


(770) 894-1677


Ken Gay


(678) 525-4552


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Roger Pink


(678) 860-1399




















Seed For


THOUGHT




















The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








"Christians"


 And it came to pass, that the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch. (Acts 11:26)





     The other day I received a catalogue from a mail order store that sells religious material. Glancing through it I came upon a page of "Christian jewelry". There were fishes and crosses and hearts with the letters WWJD all fashioned into pendants, rings, pins etc. and touted as "Christian" fashion. I suppose it would be possible to baptize these things but how would you ever get them to believe, repent or confess the name of Jesus Christ? Makes you wonder if the Apostles wore "Christian jewelry" or just plain ordinary stuff.


     It should not be surprising, however, because the name Christian has come to mean any European or American who is not a Jew (Nelson's Bible Dict.) and anything religious associated with them as "Christian". The absurdity of such nonsense is obvious, but more offensive is the fact that it makes trivial the name by which we are to be called. Jewelry, Christian or otherwise, has nothing to do with the grand design of God to make us a people for His own possession (I Pet. 2:9) and wearing the same is of no distinction. 


     In his book, "Piloting the Strait", a Guidebook to assessing change in Churches of Christ, (institutional JP) Dave Miller refers often to "our Christian colleges" or our "Christian publications", something opposed by faithful brethren 50 or 60 years ago. Closer to home I have heard and read faithful brethren refer to Florida College as a "small Christian


College" in central Florida. Rest assured that is not    Cont. on page 3








Evangelist:


Steven Tramell


(678) 313-1400


______________





SERVICES


Sunday





Family Bible Study


9:00AM:


Worship


10:00 AM -5:00 PM


Wednesday


Family Bible Study


7:30PM:


Bible classes for all ages. Come, bring your children and study the bible and you will say;





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








James Version "added to the church" means "added to the saints" -- period.


 Because "the church" is the Lord's (approved people), "church" may have a qualitative sense--the Lord's people in contrast to Satan's people; or, the church versus the world.  "Great fear came upon the church, and upon as many as heard these things" (Acts 5:11), upon the saints and upon some who were not saints.  This is also an example of "church" in the distributive sense--saints considered individually.  It was people who feared (Sam was afraid, Ann was afraid, etc.); there is no reference to an institution that was afraid.  In Acts 9:31, "Then had the church rest . . ." Robertson says the singular is undoubtedly the true reading here; and "Luke either regards the disciples in Palestine as still members of one great church in Jerusalem . . . or  . . . in a geographical or collective sense covering all of Palestine."  I do not believe the Scriptures will justify the first alternative, and the second could best be understood by considering "church" distributively -- the saints in Palestine, as we may speak of the "church in Texas."


     The church consists of people who sustain an acceptable relationship with God through Christ; and this relationship is described by different figures.  The saints are likened unto citizens in a kingdom, with Christ as King.  They are likened unto children in a family, with Christ as the elder brother; to members of a body, with Christ the head; to branches, growing on Christ the vine; to lively stones, built upon Christ the foundation; etc.  The kingdom figure emphasizes the "rule" of Christ; the family figure emphasizes God-family characteristics; the body, unit (1 Corinthians 12), or preeminence of the head (Eph. 1:22-23);


branches must abide and bear fruit; and God dwells in the house built upon Christ.








A simple question should have a simple answer, and this one has.  "The church is God's people."  The word "church" is a derivative of kyriakon, a compound word meaning Lord's house.  In the New Testament, this would refer to the Lord's "household" or people, for only via metaphor did it refer to the Lord's dwelling place.  The Greek ekklesia means "called out," and was applied in earlier secular Greek to people "called together for political or other purposes--something like our "town council."  Applied to the people of God in Christ, we tend to think of their being "called" by the gospel, which is true; although the concept of "gospel" is not inherent in the word.  Webster says, "The collective body of Christians, all who are identified with Christ as his sincere followers;" and that is a surprisingly good definition coming from a secular source.  First and basic advice--think people when you say "church."


     "Church" is in many ways like "herd" or "flock" or "covey;" it is a collective noun.  It gathers or considers as one its units.  One cow does not make a "herd," but many cattle are considered as one when called a "herd."  The rancher can vaccinate his herd, only by vaccinating his cattle.  "Herd" is not something apart from the cattle" it is the cattle.  "Church" is not something apart from the saints.  Christ bought the church by dying on the cross for any and all who would come to Him for remission of sins (Acts 20:28).  He paid the price for people--Sam, Ann, Ian, Ned, Tom, Sue.  He cleanses the church by cleansing these people "by washing of water with the word" (Ephesians 5:25-26).  We "put on Christ" in obedient faith (Galatians 3:26-27); and are "added to them" who have before obeyed the Lord (ASV footnote says, 


added "together," Acts 2:47).  The King


     


    








What is "The Church"?


By Robert F. Turner








Cont. from Page 1


the way FC identifies itself or wants to be identified by others. 


     There is a song in our book #186, "God Give us Christian Homes". While this song has some good sentiments in its words and the melody is pleasant, I believe it is contrary to and thus violates the scriptural use of the word Christian. 


     The word is used only three times in scripture (Acts 11:26; 26:28; 


I Pet 4: 16) and concerns about its use may seem much ado. Consider, however, Paul's words to the Corinthians as he spoke to them about fleeing sin, " ye are not your own; for ye were bought with a price: (1 Cor 6:19-20) and that price was the blood of Jesus.


     In Acts 26 following Paul's defense, King Agrippa declares  


"With but little persuasion thou wouldest fain make me a Christian". 


(Acts 26:28) I have come to realize that there is much more to Agrippa's word than a term for a sect. To most of the Jews and Gentiles of the time it was a word of derision, but I believe Agrippa knew what it meant to be a Christian. As a Herodian Jew he knew the prophets. Paul's defense was " I stand unto this day, saying nothing but what the prophets and Moses did say should come; how that the Christ must suffer, (and) how that he first by the resurrection of the dead should proclaim light both to the people and to the Gentiles. He challenges Agrippa with “believest thou the prophets? I know that thou believest. (Acts 26:22-27) To Agrippa it was not a term of derision but the identity of those who were believers, from the heart, in Jesus the Christ. Are you a Christian?


     As we worship this morning let us rejoice in the name that identifies us as children of God.


		Joe Phillips











In all of these figures (there are fifteen or more) the unit is an individual Christian.  "The church" is a brotherhood, not a "churchhood."  It is made up of individual saints, not of congregations.  We come to Christ as individuals, or individually responsible for worship and service, and will be judged as individuals (Romans 14:12; Revelation 3:4-5).


   The divine plan calls for our working with other saints, and to this end gives instructions for local church organization, worship and work.  The word "church" is applied to this "team" of saints, and because they worship and work together (via a common treasury and overseers) they often provide a fixed place of meeting and become identified with that location.  Saints who covenant together to work as a team should develop close ties with one another, and they do become an organized entity.  Each member owes and accepts obligations to the "team," and gives up some independence in so doing.  But our first allegiance must remain with God!  We must learn, and teach new converts, to be faithful to the Lord rather than to "the church."  If the local church is what it should be, and we are faithful to the Lord, we will be a credit to that local church (Acts 11:20-24).


    Obviously so great a subject could not be discussed in detail here; and to save space I have limited scriptural references--especially where the point is fairly well established in the thinking of prospective readers.  But this is an ever-new subject, and its importance will continue.  Give it prayerful and unbiased attention.  The "church" is glorious because it is the culmination of God's plan to save all who will come to Him through Jesus Christ (Ephesians 3).


				


	








